
Hebden Bridge Community Association  
NEWSLETTER MAY 2010

            
 

Our big plans:  consultation days on Sats May 22 nd, June 5th 
Our capital build plans have been progressing quickly in recent weeks, since our February 
consultation day.  We’re excited about how the architects are interpreting their brief.  We think 
what they’re proposing (including a new large hall, waterfront courtyard, extra seminar rooms, 
enterprise centre and new entrance foyer and atrium) will transform the Town Hall site, and create 
some fantastic facilities for the town for the 21st century. 
 
It’s now appropriate time for further consultation.  Please try to get along to our public 
Consultation Day on Sat May 22nd (in the ‘garage’ area to the right of the main door) from 
10.30am to 2pm.  Our architects will be with us. 
 
After that, the plans will be finalised before going to Calderdale for planning consent.  There will 
be a final Public Briefing on Sat June 5th, when the final plans will be on display (inside the Town 
Hall, again 10.30am – 2pm).  After that, the planning process will get going;  we hope our 
proposal will go to the September planning committee. 
 
We need planning permission in order to complete our application for European funds (£1.8m) for 
the project, and for the matched funding from CommunityBuilders.  We’re working very hard on 
both bids.  If all goes well (a big if of course!), the builders could be getting under way as soon as 
next January. 
 

Come and see – and book – our Waterfront hall 
Pending the capital works, we’ve transformed the old downstairs rear offices into an interim 
Waterfront Hall.  Thank you to the Rotary Club for their help painting the room, and to Sweet and 
Maxwell who have offered to do likewise upstairs. (Thanks to Robin Dixon too for coordinating!). 
 
We are now taking bookings for the Waterfront.  It takes 80-100, is in a lovely position beside the 
Hebden river, and is just waiting to be used!   To book the Waterfront (or the upstairs meeting 
room or Chamber) ring 0845 250 0532 or HB 845261. 
 

Call is out for volunteers 
We’re pleased to welcome Kate Rae as our new part-time project worker.  We are trying to ensure 
that our new Town Hall reception desk is staffed daily on weekdays between 12noon and 4pm.  
To make this possible, we very much appreciate volunteer help, as Kate is only working 
(officially!) twenty hours a week.  Could you help us here?  (It’s a chance to bring along a book to 
read or tackle some work on a laptop).  Let Kate know on 845261. 

 
Welcoming our new tenants 



We’re delighted to be welcoming World on Your Doorstep (the annual world music festival in HB) 
and Gay & Lesbian Youth in Calderdale as new tenants of rooms in the Town Hall.  We’re pleased 
too to have been able to help Jeff Anderson (already a Town Hall tenant) expand his mail order 
business by taking on additional space.  And of course HB Light Opera/Youth Theatre are still up 
in their rehearsal room.  
 

Ben McMahon exhibition in the Waterfront 
We’re delighted to announce that we will be exhibiting photos by Ben McMahon in the Waterfront.  
Ben’s evocative photos of members of the HB Junior Band have been exhibited in London and 
Brighton (and featured in The Guardian) but have not yet been shown in HB.  They will be 
available for looking at  when the building is open and the Waterfront is not otherwise in use.  And 
we’ve arranged with Calderdale to keep the two 19th C oil paintings by John Holland of HB and the 
upper Calder valley.  These will be rehung shortly in the Greenwood Room (see below!) 
 

Our new phone number:  HB 845261 
We now have a phone in the Town Hall.  This is the number to get in touch with Kate, and more 
generally with the trustees. 
 

New!  Town Hall discovers recycling 
We were pretty amazed to find out when we took over the Town Hall in April that no recycling had 
previously been done (or more precisely, no official recycling:  the town council staff voluntarily 
took some material to be recycled).   We’re now recycling paper and cardboard, as well as plastic 
bottles, glass and milk bottle tops.  It’s a double win:  recycling actually reduces the money we 
have to pay Focsa for our refuse collection.  We see this as an immediate demonstration of the 
benefits of community ownership of buildings like the Town Hall. 
 

Going green 
We’re planning to move our electricity supplier from Npower to a green supplier, increasing the 
amount of electricity from renewables from 5% to about 46%.  Once again, we may even be able 
to save some money in the process  And we have some big ideas for how to make the building 
properly sustainable which we hope to bring in when we start work on the capital build 
development. 
 

The Greenwood Room – remembering a Hebden Bridge pi oneer 
Given the number of people with the surname Greenwood locally, what could be more appropriate 
than to rename the Town Hall committee room the Greenwood Room?  In fact, we’re 
commemorating one particular Greenwood, the nineteenth century HB fustian cutter Joseph 
Greenwood who played a nationally significant role in the cooperative movement in Britain 
through his leadership of the Nutclough fustian production coop. The naming ceremony will take 
place on Mon June 21st when Dame Pauline Green (President, International Cooperative 
Alliance) will do the honours.  Invites available in advance (priority given to those with Greenwood 
family names!) 
 

Money from the government – with your help 
If you remembered the tick the Gift Aid declaration on the Friends of the Town Hall membership 
form, thank you. We’ve just had our first Gift Aid refund: it was for a very welcome £1176.87. 
 

Mike is our new treasurer 
We’re pleased to welcome Mike Smith as our new treasurer.  Mike, who is a business accountant, 
lives in HB and has long taken an interest in the Town Hall project.  Welcome, Mike. 
 

Keeping in touch  
We are trying to make sure that everyone in Hebden Bridge knows what we’re planning, and the 
progress we’re making.  You can read our trustee minutes on our website, and also catch up with 
our diary.  It’s all at www.hebdenbridgetownhall.org.uk.  
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